Eric the Viking — a restoration in many parts — December 2023
Spend since last report: £230. Total hours labour since last report: 9.75

A fairly brief update for what happened in November and December. Following the broken
leg, | started walking again in October and was not really able to get around properly until
mid November. The pain and swelling from the ankle was not expected and continues, with
the Consultant now saying this may well continue for at least a year. Great.

Being somewhat weak of ankle, in discomfort and rather fed up has meant that only minor
jobs have happened. The exhaust manifold has been wrapped in heat bandage to reduce heat
under the engine as it will vent out of the exhaust rather than radiating underneath. The brake
pipe nuts that arrived just before the AGM were fitted to new pipe from the front splitter to
the flexi hoses for each front wheel.

More seam sealer was added on joints to
really try to keep the metal from rotting and
as | was there, | added some insulation to the
central hot air pipe which is easier when Eric
is on his side. Bolts have been checked, the
clutch cable bracket on the torsion tube was
advised by an ex-air cooled mechanic to be a
little flimsy, so that received a further 2mm
steel plate to make it stronger.

- | The discolouration on the lower part of the
photo is where brake fluid was coming out of
the reservoir during my convalescence!
Brake fluid is a great paint stripper, so that
area has been cleaned down, neutralised,

rust proofed, primed and painted. Again.

Spending this time is a set of Fuchs alloys with tyres from an ex-club member and a load of
Just Kampers bits for pedals, grommets, brake light switch and other little bits. It soon adds
up!

Maybe | can get in the garage soon and start bolting bits on, but in the meantime, I’'m going
to put my sore ankle up.



